Eight “Must do’s”
for pig owners

Regardless of the size of your enterprise

or hobby farm, pig owners play a vital

role in maintaining the health and welfare
of livestock and providing quality pork
products to consumers. There are a number
of requirements for pig owners that are
monitored by State government and
industry authorities. This brochure provides
information on these “must do's”. Further
information can be found from the web sites
listed at the end of this brochure.

1. Register your property

All properties where pigs are kept should be
registered and have a property identification
code (PIC). Your PIC is needed when
completing travel documents (National
Vendor Declarations, NVDs) that accompany
your pigs when you sell them and/or have
them processed at an abattoir.

2. Identify your pigs

You need to identify individual pigs if you sell
them or have them processed at an abattoir,
and some states require that you identify pigs
if you sell them to another farmer. Weaner

pigs must be identified with an ear tag when
sold in some States. The nationally-agreed
method for identifying larger pigs is the body
tattoo/brand.

3. Register on the PigPass
database

You will need an NVD when you sell your
pigs or have them processed at abattoirs.
Some states require NVDs even when pigs
are moved between farms but ownership
does not change. This assists with tracking
the movements of livestock in the event of an

exotic disease outbreak or a food safety scare.

The first step in getting an NVD is to register
with the PigPass database. To register, visit
http://www.pigpass.com.au or phone the
PigPass Help Desk on 1800 001 458

4, Ensure all pigs that
move off-farm are
accompanied by a

travel document (NVDs)

The PigPass NVD is the nationally-recognised
and recommended travel document for

pigs. You must complete all sections of the
PigPass NVD and sign the declarations. PigPass
NVD books can be purchased on-line or by
phoning the Help Desk on 1800 001 458.
Alternatively, an electronic (E-PigPass) can

be completed on-line and downloaded at

na cost. Emergency NVDs are available to
producers who have ordered a book and have
not yet received it and need to move pigs.
Emergency PigPass forms can be downloaded
from http://www.pigpass.com.au.

5. Be welfare-compliant

If you own or have animals on your land, you
have a duty of care to look after them. The
Model Code of Practice for the Welfare of
Animals (Pigs) - Revised 2007 outlines welfare
standards and “best practice” guidelines

for pig owners. In addition, each state has
legislation governing welfare requirements of
pigs. Links to the MCOP and to individual state
welfare legislation can be found at http://
www.apl.au.com, under “industry information
- welfare”,






